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| Abstract |

The Critical Feminist Analysis of Studies on
Unwed-mothers

: Focusing on KCl-indexed and Candidate Journals

Kim, Taeyoung

This study critically analyzes how studies on unwed mothers in South Korea have
defined unwed mothers and how such modes of definition have reproduced gender
injustice. To this end, a literature review was conducted on studies related to unwed
mothers published in KCl-listed or KCl-candidate journals. The analytical framework
employed Nancy Fraser’s theory of gender injustice, specifically the three dimensions of
maldistribution, misrecognition, and misrepresentation. The analysis shows that studies
from the 1970s to the 1990s predominantly framed unwed mothers as “women in need
of protection,” while studies since the 2000s have increasingly depicted them as welfare
recipients. More recent studies tend to address unwed mothers as rights-bearing subjects.
Although these discursive framings have shifted over time, they continue to reproduce
gender injustice through the intertwined structure of maldistribution, misrecognition, and
misrepresentation surrounding unwed mothers. This study argues for the need to
reexamine the discursive transformation of unwed mother studies within the broader
context of gendered citizenship.

Key Words: Unmarried Mothers, Gender Injustice, Critical Feminism, Nancy Fraser






